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PHOTOSHOP TUTORIAL 16 
Merge to HDR in Adobe Camera Raw  

 
(Photoshop 2020)   

 

       (This version of Merge to HDR, Adobe Camera Raw creates a new HDR raw file or DNG File) 
   

1. Select the set of Raw or DNG files that you wish to convert to HDR. 
Using Adobe Bridge, I have selected a set of 5 images that I wish to use to create my 
HDR image. 
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2. Select all 5 images by holding down the Ctrl key and clicking on each of the 5 images. 
Double left click on the set to open them Adobe Camera Raw. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3. You will now see the set of 5 DNG files have opened and the top one is selected. 
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4. Before merging the DNG files to HDR I find that it is best to apply Lens Profile and 
remove Chromatic Aberration in each raw file. (MAKE NO OTHER CHANGES)  
To do this, with the top file only selected, Click on the lens correction icon.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
5. You will now see the Lens Correction dialogue box. 
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6. Tick the Remove Chromatic Aberration box and also tick the Enable Lens Profile 
Corrections box. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

7. Now click on menu icon button above the thumbnail set  and choose Select all. 
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8. You will now see that all the thumbnails are highlighted.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Click on the menu icon button above the thumbnail set  again and this time choose 
Synchronize Settings. 
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10.  A synchronize dialogue box will open, just click OK. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

11. You will now see that all the thumbnails have the settings iconé.  
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12. Click on the menu icon button above the thumbnail set  again and this time choose 
Merge to HDRé 
 

 
 
 
 

13.  During the Merge to HDR process, you will see this dialogue box. 
 
Tick the Align Images in the options section. 
This does exactly as it says, it aligns the images in the set where the camera has moved 
between exposures. (such as multiple exposures that have been take hand held) 
 
Tick the Auto Tone in the options section. 
ACR will the Automatically ton the image to what it thinks are the best settings.  
(These settings can be changed later if desired) 
 
Then tick the Show overlay box in the Deghost section. 
The overlay displays areas of the image different regions in the image that change 
between exposures 
 
Select the amount of Deghost 
The Deghost option helps identify different regions in the image that change between 
exposures by showing an overlay of colour where movement has occurred. 
It then f ills in the area from a si ngle image so that you do not see ghosting in the new 
HDR DNG file. (If you use Raw files, a new Raw HDR file will be created) 
 
I usually start with a setting of medium. 
 


